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How to Know the Will of God 
MD5 Lab Presentation 

June 28, 2021 
 
Introduction: 
 
 

• If Jesus were to meet you face to face, what would you ask Him?  
 

• The Mission of MD5 is to help men know and do the Will of God. We all want to hear, “Well 
done…”—that will not happen apart from us fulfilling God’s will for our lives. 
 

• The two greatest questions anyone could ever ask? 
 

1) Who are you Lord?  
2)  What do you want me to do? 

 

• Our journey in MD5 is to answer these two questions and build a Life Plan that will help us 
accomplish God’s will. Going forward, we will identify God’s universal will for every facet we 
cover in MD5. 
 
 

God Has a Will and We Can Know It 
 

• What is the purpose of life? 
Not just to be saved, but to pursue God and His will for our lives with all our being. 
 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).  
 
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10b).  
 
“Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4). 
 
What all of these verses are saying is that we have a choice. We can continue to seek to guide 
our own lives, which results in emptiness, or we can choose to pursue God and His will for our 
lives with a whole heart, which will result in living life to the full, having the desires of our hearts 
met, and finding contentment and satisfaction. 
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• How do we find purpose in our lives? 
o Realize it all starts with God, not with ourselves. 
o He is the Creator; we are the created. 

 

• In Colossians 1:9-10—what was Paul’s prayer for the believers at Colossae? He prayed that 
they may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will. 
 

• Our lives are full of decisions—major, moderate, and minor.  
 

o Major Decisions – Salvation, vocation, marriage, education, etc. 
 

o Moderate Decisions – Employment, where to live, where to attend church, etc.  
 

o Minor Decisions – Church service to attend, stores to shop, auto purchase, etc. 
 

Which of these decisions should we bring to the Lord? (1 Thess. 5:17) 
 
 

Why We Should Not Fear the Will of God?  
 

1. The will of God will not take you where the power of God cannot keep you. 
 
2. The will of God is the best thing for you and your family. 

 
Six myths concerning the will of God: 

 
1. God will give you a road map. God’s will is not a road map but a relationship. 
2. God is a celestial kill joy.  
3. God only reveals His will to certain types of people. 
4. God shows His will to young people but not to older people. 
5. God hides His will so that we must find it. 

 
Practical Ways God Reveals His Will 

1. Miracles 
2. His Word  
3. People 
4. Holy Spirit 
5. Providence 

 
 
Three Levels of God’s Will (Romans 12:1-2) 

o Good -  fair, valuable, and of benefit 
o Acceptable – well-pleasing, agreeable 
o Perfect – complete, mature, finished 
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                       Figure A – Christian              Figure B – Out of God’s Will 

                       

 

         Figure C – Restored Christian 

 

As long as we don’t make major life decisions while out of the will of God, we can still accomplish 

God’s perfect will. 

 

Three aspects of God’s will:  
 

• Sovereign Will – He will accomplish what He desires to do. This will of God is mysterious, it is 
known only by Him. 

 

• Universal / Moral / Revealed Will – There are certain things God Word says are right and 
certain things God says are wrong. We will begin to share the Universal will of God in each 
segment of MD5. 

 

• Specific Will – In addition to the Universal will being identified, our Life Plan will focus on one 
aspect of God’s specific will in each segment of MD5 using SMART goals. 
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To help distinguish between the three aspects of God’s will, here is an example Adrian 
Rogers shared that might be helpful: “It was God’s sovereign will that I (Adrian Rogers) be 
saved. It was God’s moral will that I marry a Christian. It was God’s specific will that I marry 
Joyce Rogers”. God has a particular will for our lives. God does not love all of us; He loves 
each of us! 

 
 

The Sovereign Will of God 
 
1. Mysterious and known only to Him (Deut. 29:29). 
2. Some things we won’t understand this side of heaven (Isa. 55:8-9). 
3. This will of God will be done regardless of anyone or anything (Isa. 46:9-10). 
 
 

The Universal / Moral / Revealed Will of God 
The 10 Commandments: 

1. You shall not have any other gods before me (Ex. 20:3) 
2. You shall not make any graven image (Ex. 20:4-6)   
3. You shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain (Ex. 20:7) 
4. You shall remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy (Ex. 20:8-11)  
5. You shall honor your father and mother (Ex. 20:12) 
6. You shall not murder (kill) (Ex. 20:13) 
7. You shall not commit adultery (Ex. 20:14)  
8. You shall not steal (Ex. 20:15) 
9. You shall not bear false witness (Ex. 20:16)   
10. You shall not covet (Ex. 20:17) 

 
 
Other Aspects of God’s Universal Will found in Scripture: 

 

1. You be saved (1 Tim. 2:3-4; 2 Peter 3:9). 
2. You be controlled by His Word and Spirit (Eph. 5:18-21; Col. 3:16-17).  
3. You love God and surrender to His will (Matt. 22:37). 
4. You make disciples (Matt. 28:18-20). 
5. You live a sanctified (holy) life (1 Thess. 4:3-6). 
6. You obey legitimate authority (1 Pet. 2:13-15). 
7. You rejoice, pray, and be thankful (1 Thess. 5:18). 
8. Love justice, mercy, and walk humbly (Micah 6:8). 

 
Simply put, we will know the Universal/Moral will of God when we know the Word of God. 
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But what about when we want to know God’s will about a particular situation, where do we start? 
 

The Specific Will of God 
 

1. We must be surrendered, not committed. 
2. We must acknowledge Him in all our ways and desire His will (Pro. 3:5-6). 
3. We must obedient to His Universal Will. Why should He show us his particular will when 

we are not following His general (universal/moral) will? 
 

Example: Imagine a man pushing a car into service station--All tires flat, Crank case 
cracked, No oil in crank case, Headlights broken out, Battery gone, Fenders are dented 
and flopping, Man shoves car into the gas station, Gas tank with hole rusted in bottom, 
Attendant comes out wide eyed and amazed, Man says “fill her up! “What would you think? 
What for?! 

 
God show me your will! Why? Why should I show you my will – you are not prepared to do 
my will.  

 
Eight Road Signs for Identifying the Specific Will of God (LaHaye) 

 
1. Road Sign 1 – Surrender 

 

• LaHaye asserts that we must surrender first, not knowing what God’s will is, before 
He will reveal it. Why do you think that is? (pp. 86-87) 
 
God is the Lord of our lives, and He does not offer His will as a buffet line allowing 
us to pick and choose what we will or will not do. 
 

• How can you know if you are surrendered to doing God’s will? (p. 87) 
 
Are you already following His instructions in what you know to do? Examples include 
church attendance, losing our grip on the things of this world, tithing, soul winning, 
and prayer.  
 
 

2. Road Sign 2 – Prayer 
 

• What are some Bible passages related to prayer being a part of us knowing the will 
of God? (p. 89) 
 

i. Matt 7:7 – Ask and ye shall receive… 
 

ii. Phil. 4:6 – Let your requests be made known… 
 

iii. Col. 1:9-10 – Asking God to fill you with the knowledge of His will… 
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• Why do you think God uses prayer as a means to knowing His will? (p. 90) 
 
He wants to draw us closer to Him, and to acknowledge Him in all of our ways. 
 
 

3. Road Sign 3 – The Holy Spirit 
 

• What does John 14 and Romans 8 teach us about the Holy Spirit? (pp. 91-92) 
 
He teaches and leads us in our decisions, desires, and happenings—even when we 
are not aware of it. (p. 91) 
 

• When the Holy Spirit is leading us, how should we expect it to impact us? (p. 93) 
 
We will sense a “nudge” or “impression” in our spirit. D.L. Moody said, “When you 
get a burden to do something that does not violate God’s Word, it is the will of God.” 
 
 

4. Road Sign 4 – Circumstances 
 

• What is an example of a circumstance in our lives God may use to guide us in a 
particular direction? (p. 95) 
 
Unexpected open doors of opportunity. 
 

• What is an example of an open door in the life of the Apostle Paul where God 
worked to lead him? (p. 96) 
 
The Macedonian call. (Acts 16:6-8) – Not sure exactly what caused them to shift 
their plans, but somehow Spirit made it plain to them. They were sensitive to the 
Spirit! 
 
 

5. Road Sign 5 – Peace 
 

• When God is leading us, we experience peace in both our mind and heart. (p. 97) 
 

• According to 1 John 5:14-15, when we pray and ask according to God’s will, we can 
pray with confidence. (p. 97) 
 

• In Philippians 4:6-7, what comes to those who don’t worry but pray and seek 
answers from God? 
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• LaHaye states that peace serves as an umpire when making decisions. How so? (p. 
98) 
 
Peace or lack thereof helps us determine if we are in or out of God’s will. 
 

• Does God care about what type of car we drive or house we live in? 
 
Pro. 3:5-6 – “in all our ways acknowledge Him” 
 
[Example: Balance beam versus road] 
 

6. Road Sign 6 – Your Own Desires 
 

• What must preclude our own desires being used as a sign of confidence in knowing 
the will of God? (p. 100) 
 
We must be humbly surrendered to doing God’s will; we must be in constant prayer; 
we must filled with the Spirit through the Word, we must have peace in our heart, 
and the desires of our heart must not in any way go against biblical principles. 
 

• Don’t be surprised if the first indication of God’s will for your life is your desire to do 
it. (p. 100) 
 

• The Psalmist said to “Delight yourself in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires 
of your heart.” (Ps. 37:4) 

 

 
 

7. Road Sign 7 – Godly Advice 
 

• If we are making a major life decision, we should seek counsel. What are the 
requirements for the ones in whom we seek counsel? (p. 101) 

 
Objective, wise, sound Bible-based advice. The counsel we receive is only as good 
as the person who gives it. 
 
Psalm 1:1 – Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly. 
 

• What does Proverbs 11:14 teach? 
 

There is safety in a multitude of counselors. 
 
 

8. Road Sign 8 – Common Sense 
 

• What are some terms used in the Bible use to describe common sense 
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i. 2 Timothy 1:7 - A sound mind 

 
ii. 1 Peter 4:7 – Sensible 

 

• A.W. Tozer shares the following in How the Lord Leads: 
 

i. Except for things specifically commanded or forbidden, God allows us to be 
free to exercise our own intelligent choice. 
 

ii. The shepherd guides the sheep but does not decide with tuft of grass in 
which they are to feed every moment. 

 
iii. God is pleased when we are pleased, and His choice for us may allow one of 

many options.  
 

iv. One totally surrendered to Christ cannot make a wrong choice. 
 

v. In those rare times where we cannot determine clear Scriptural instruction, we 
are to ask God for wisdom (James 1:5) for life’s testing time. 
 

vi. Take your problem to the Lord, remind Him of His promises, and get up and 
do whatever looks best to you. Either choice will be right. God will not permit 
you to make a mistake. 
 

• In the rare case we feel led to do what seems to defy common sense, what can we 
expect? (pp. 110-111) 
 
Expect some type of special indication from God confirming your decision. 
 

• How are using these eight “road signs” to find God’s will similar to using the 
instrumentation panel on an airplane to land in the fog? (pp. 111-112) 

 
Just as a pilot must look at all the gauges to ensure a safe landing, we must look at 
all the road signs to ensure they line up as we approach the runway to God’s will.  
 
 

Chapter 8 – Don’t Make Snap Decisions 
 

Why is it dangerous for us to make hasty decisions as we are seeking God’s will for our lives? (p. 
118) 

 
God is never in a hurry. There are times when we need to wait on the Lord. 

 
. 
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Chapter 9 – The Double Check for Accuracy 
 

When seeking God’s will, what is a good practice for us to double check for accuracy? (p. 123) 
 

Honestly tell God what you believe is His will (or, in some cases your will), but then pray, 
“Nevertheless not my will, but Your will be done.”  

 
 

Chapter 10 – What about the Fleece? 
 
 
What are some guidelines for using a fleece? 
 

1. Use a fleece sparingly. 
 

2. Use a fleece prayerfully. 
 

3. Save a fleece for major decisions, as the Spirit leads. 
 

4. Use a fleece to confirm God’s will, not to find it. 
 

5. Make your fleece specific. 
 

Chapter 11 – Don’t Flunk the Faith Test 
 
When we make a decision, even if we feel we are in the will of God, we will likely be tested. How 
should we respond? (pp. 134-135) 

 
1. Re-examine your decision to ensure you were not deceived. 

 
2. Count it as joy and accept that God has something planned for your future that requires 

additional strengthening. 
 

3. Keep being obedient and trust God to supply your every need. 
 

Dr. Paul Little warns that it is a mistake to think you are necessarily in the will of God if your life 

is void of problems and stress. 

 
Chapter 12 – Your Temperament’s Influence on Finding God’s Will 

 
What are the four temperaments? (pp. 139-141) 
 

1. Sanguine – Super-extroverts. 
 

2. Choleric – Extroverts, but not at the level of the Sanguine.  Strong-willed, independent and 
opinionated. 
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3. Melancholy – Introverted; most gifted of all temperaments; perfectionists; serious, fear of 

failure. 
 

4. Phlegmatic – Super-quiet introverts; easy going; nice and pleasant; peacemakers. 
 
Temperament Difficulties in Finding God’s Will: 
 

1. Sanguine – Tend to make snap decisions; vulnerable to emotional decisions using mainly their 
heart. 
 

2. Choleric – Tend to be self-reliant; over dependent on common sense; lean toward being 
independent; may rely on brute force rather than divine guidance. 
 

3. Melancholy – Tend to vacillate on decision making; even when proceeding correctly, rarely 
enjoy God’s peace; drag out decision making; have trust issues. 
 

4. Phlegmatic – Tend to simplify the decision process but often lack the faith to act; often self-
protective and hesitant to move forward; tend to be passive. 
 

Chapter 13 – What to Do When You Blow It 
 
List seven steps to Restoration when we have sinned: (pp. 157-162) 
 

1. Face your disobedience as a sin. 
 

2. Repent of your self will. 
 

3. Confess all known sins. 
 

4. Re-surrender the control of your life to God. 
 

5. Examine your daily devotional habits. 
 

6. Assess your circumstances in the light of God’s road signs. 
 

7. Thank God by faith for His anticipated leading. 
 

 

Conclusion 
 

What is the key to success in fulfilling God’s will for your life (p. 50?  
 
Know His Word, follow His Holy Spirit, and finish today’s task. Then, He will guide us day by 
day opening the next door. He does not guide us using a map but through an intimate 
relationship (Isa. 30:21; Ps. 32:8; Isa. 49:10b; Ps. 25:9-10). 
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Family Segment 

 

God’s Universal Will for Husbands: 

• Submit to God’s authority (1 Cor. 11:3). Love God with your heart, soul, and mind (Mark 12: 

30-31). For your wife to submit to your leadership, she must see that you submit to God. Make 

God’s Word and His will the basis for your decisions. 

• Protect her physically and spiritually (1 Pet. 3:7). Don’t be passive; act like men (1 Cor. 16:13). 

• Be a Spiritual Leader to fulfill your Biblical headship role (1 Cor. 11:3)(Eph. 5:23). Lead 

courageously! 

• Serve your wife; be a sacrificial Servant Leader and give up your life for hers (Mark 10:45) 

(John 13:1-17) (Eph. 5:25). Understand her needs and try to meet them. What are your wife’s 

three greatest needs right now? What is her love language? 

• Disciple your wife (Eph. 5:26-27). 

• Love your wife unconditionally (Eph. 5:25-33) (1 Pet. 4:8). 

• Do not be harsh with your wife (Col. 3:19). 

• Provide for your wife (1 Tim. 5:8). Provide financially, spiritually, physically, emotionally, and in 

every area of her life. 

• Show your wife respect and honor (1 Pet. 3:7), so that “your prayers will not be hindered.” 

• Appreciate your wife; praise and complement her often (Pro. 31:28). 

• Be faithful to your wife (Mal. 2:15) and do not be captivated by other women (Pro. 5:20). 

• Prioritize her; give her your time and enjoy her (Ecc. 9:9) (Eph. 5:31). 

 

God’s Universal Will for Fathers: 

• Disciple your children (Deut. 6:4-10) (Eph. 6:4). 

• Discipline your children (Pro. 13:24). 

• Be the spiritual leader pointing them to Jesus (Ps. 127:3-5) and not the things of the world 

(True Greatness). 

• Cherish them (Ps. 127:3-5). God has no grandchildren. 

• Train your children (Pro. 22:6); be their first teacher. 

• Show compassion and be gracious (Ps. 103:13). 

• Be an example (James 1:22) and “walk in integrity” (Pro. 10:9), merging what you say and do. 
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• Don’t provoke your children (Eph. 6:4) (be nurturing, loving, and merciful). 

• Never give up on them (Luke 15:20-24). 

• Pray for them (1 Chron. 29:19). 

• Be a picture of Christ (imitators) in your home in the way you talk, act, and lead your family 

(Eph. 5:1). 

 

God’s Universal Will for Children: 

• Honor your father and mother (Exodus 20:12). 

 

 

 

 

 

 


